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Dissertation Abstract:
The international community has worked for decades to combat the spread of nuclear weapons, but new proliferators continue to emerge despite these efforts. While scientific research has helped explained when and why states seek the bomb, little work has yet explored how to reverse this process once it has already begun. This project therefore asks: under what conditions will foreign policies most effectively encourage nuclear reversal in proliferating states? I suggest that positive inducements reduce the security-motivated demand for a nuclear weapon, and thereby more effective than coercive strategies at encouraging deproliferation. Policy effectiveness, however, is also mediated by the existing relationship between target and sending states, so that inducements from nuclear-armed rivals are more effective than similar policies from non-nuclear allies. To test these hypotheses, I develop testable definition of policy effectiveness and employ a mixed method research design through cross-national quantitative analysis and within-case process tracing in Iran and North Korea. I find that cooperative inducements encourage nuclear reversal more effectively than the traditional coercive strategies, leading to nuclear reversal more often, more rapidly, and with a lower risk of perverse proliferation.
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