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					TECHNICAL	APPROACH:	
 
•  Collect,	archive,	code,	and	tag	ISIS	propaganda	disseminated	

on	its	encrypted	platforms	Telegram	in	multiple	languages,	
with	a	particular	focus	on	Arabic	materials.		

•  Conduct	visual	and	other	analyses	of	propaganda	materials	
to	determine:	
•  How	does	ISIS’	narrative	change	according	to	real-time	

events?	
•  Can	ISIS	messaging	campaigns	signal	weakness?	
•  The	emergence	of	tactical	innovations	of	actions	on	the	

battlefield,	
•  How	is	Propaganda	disseminated?	

SCHEDULE:		24	Months	
TASKS FY17 

Refinement and Testing 

Shared Ontologies, Planning 

Creating Codebook, Data user friendly 

Models Final Report 

Tagging, Coding of Data 

Dissemination Interim Results 

FY18 

MILITARY	RELEVANCE:	
The	project	goal	is	to	log	and	record	ISIS	multi-language	
propaganda,	including	news	bulletins,	photo-reports,	
videos,	and	documents,	using	the	PI’s	unique	access	and	
monitoring	methodology.		

Accomplishments:	archived	over	16,000	pieces	of	visual	
Propaganda,		2	peer	reviewed	papers,	1	chapter,	2	policy	papers	&		6	
presentations	
Transition	Goals:		Machine	learning	and	neural	network		

How	does	ISIS	propaganda	reflect	and	predict	the	
strength	of	the	Caliphate?		



 Who am I? 

•  Research on terrorism; my main focus is on suicide 
terrorism, women and terrorism and children in violent 
extremist organizations (VEOs).

•  Grants from ONR, DoD, NSF and DHS.

Professor of  Communication, Georgia State University

Mixed methods, process tracing, archival research, 
interviewing

What I do? 
 

Current Projects: 

 
 

•  The role of  children in terrorist networks
•  Rape (male and female) as a deliberate and strategic tactic in wartime  esp. in the Middle 

East & South Asia.
•  Women in AQ, ISIS and Boko Haram.
•  Social Media Addiction and Radicalization



Books  

• UK 

(UK) (US) 

Forthcoming: Small Arms Children and Terror with Dr. John G. Horgan, 
Cornell University Press, 2019 



Global penetration of a terrorist message 



From Facebook to Traditional Print Media 



To Live Media 





Telegram	Channels	
English:Hallumu	

	The	Anfal	
	The	Daily	Routine	(TDR)	

	 	Khilafah	Insights	
	Lone	Soldier	(Lone	Mujahid)	
	State	Remains	
	Furat	Wilayah	

	
Arabic:Nashir	News	

	Nashir	Khilafah	
	Amaq	
	Dabiq	

	
Turkish:Al-Bayyinah-	TR	
	
French:Al-Bayyinah-	FR	

	La	Foi	Militante	



Chat Room Administrators 
are Key Nodes 

“Shc Dq” (Mustafa) is a key node in creating & disseminating 
exclusive channels w/highly violent and graphic content 

è	

è	 è	

è	

è	 è	



�  Telegram has become the 
platform of choice for ISIS and its 
global supporters; 

�  Tens of Thousands of 
propaganda “items” are 
disseminated & shared across the 
platform on a daily basis;	

	



Channels and Chat rooms employ 
Relatable memes for youth. Major 
Theme: Jihadi Cool 
& Brotherhood 
	



ISIS	Publications	Archived	
Dabiq	(July	2014	–	July	2016)	
Rumiyah	(September	2016	–	September	
2017)	
From	Dabiq	to	Rome	(March	2018	to	
present)	
Al-Naba	(October	2017	to	present)	
	



Data	Collection	Summary 

	
	
	
	
	
	
Official	Propaganda	available	on	Telegram	includes	battlefield	reports,	
photo	reports	and	images	about		military	technology,	and	discussions	
about	lone	actor	attacks	in	the	West.	
Our	database	includes	over	16,000	pieces	of	ISIS	propaganda	collected	
daily	since	February	2017.		(Data	Collection	continues)	
	



Threats	Detected,	Reported,	and…	
Prevented	

•  Threat	against	“David”	in	Texas	(2016)	reported	at	last	annual	review	

•  Threat	against	gay	nightclub	in	Toronto,	Canada	(June	2017)	
	

•  Threat	against	sports	stadium	in	the	UK	(2017)	
	

•  Threats	against	Flinders	St.	Station,	Melbourne	&	Town	Hall	subways,	Sydney,	Australia	
(September	2017)	
			

•  Threat	against	a	shopping	mall	in	Australia	(September	2017)	
	

•  Threat	against	Prince	George's	school	in	the	UK	(2017)		

•  Threat	against	Baron	Trump	(January	2018)	





Future	Research 

•  “Proof	of	concept”	using	Machine	Learning	
• Disabled	Fighters	in	ISIS	Propaganda	
•  Islamic	State	State-Building		

•  Education	
•  State	building	
•  Governance	
•  Punishment	
•  Charity	
•  Food	

• Diffusion	of	Tactical	Innovations	
•  Drones	



Application	of	Machine	Learning 





Diffusion	of	Tactical	Innovation	
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Adop6on	of	Vehicle-Ramming	A@acks	

Salafi-Jihadist	 Far	Right	Extremist	 Pales6nian	Na6onalist	

•  Vehicle-ramming	attacks	
(VRA)	is	example	of	
adaptation	&	diffusion	of	
tactics;	

•  Introduced	by	Anwar	al-Awlaki	
&	perfected	by	ISIS	–	shows	
extent	to	which	groups	&	
improve	upon	ideas.	

•  Testing	to	see	whether		VRAs	
as	lethal	as	other	tactic	yet	
cheaper	and	requires	far	less	
planning.	



Source	of	Inspiration	for	LONE	ACTOR	ATTACKS	





LTTE	Suicide	suit	runs	on	ba@eries,	nails	and	
	run	of	the	mill	items	readily	available	
	



Disabled	Fighters	(SVBIEDs,	Combat	&	Recruitment)	



State	Building	

Positive	messaging	to	promote	the	proto-
state	of	ISIS	

•  Better	living	conditions	(images	of	food,	
gardens,	clean	water)		

•  Promoting	life	in	accordance	with	Salafi	
religion	(eliminating	drugs,	cigarettes,	
alcohol,	music,&		games)	

•  Provision	of	health	care	(inoculating	
children,	providing	healthcare,	building	
hospitals)		

•  Education	(school	in	accordance	to	religion,	
textbooks)	

•  Infrastructure	



ISIS	School	Books	

40+	textbooks	(in	English	and	Arabic)	have	been	
Archived	







Grammar  
Text Book 

Students learn to tell time 
Based on clocks affixed to dynamite  



Grade Two 
Math Textbook 



Destroying	pills	in	Idlib	

Burning	Cigarettes	and	Musical	Instruments		Hisbah	collecting	music	&	electronics	

Destroying	Marijuana	in	Sinai	 Destroying	Hashish	in	Khorasan	

Burning	Cigarettes	in	Furat	

Elimination	of	the	Sources	of	Vice	



QUESTIONS? 


