PAULETTA OTIS, Ph.D.
2818 Fairfield Avenue
Carlsbad, CA 92010
703 989 920

Pauletta Otis, Professor of Security Studies at the Command and Staff College, Marine Corps University between 2006 and 2015, continues to teach in the Marine Corps’ extended studies program. Dr. Otis received the Joint Civilian Service Commendation Award for contributions made to the Office of the Joint Chiefs of Staff (2009). Prior to her service with the Marine Corps, she served as Professor of International Strategic Studies at the Joint Military Intelligence College, Department of Defense (2001-2006) and as the Senior Research Fellow for Religion in International Affairs at Pew Forum, Washington, D.C. (2005-2006). She presented briefings and organized meetings on the subject of religious and cultural factors in contemporary conflict for the National Defense University, National Intelligence Council, Army War College, Army Science Board, DIA, the UK Ministry of Defence, the Foreign Service Institute, and other private and public venues. She served as a member of the Defense Intelligence Advisory Board, was a member of the Defense Science Policy Board Summer Study on Homeland Security and DSB Future War panel, worked as a Senior Associate for the Center for Religion and Diplomacy, and worked with the Institute for Global Engagement and the US Military Chaplain. Formerly a tenured full Professor of Political Science and International Studies at Colorado State University-Pueblo (1989-2004), her Ph.D. was awarded from the Graduate School of International Studies at the University of Denver in 1989.  

Dr. Otis has special expertise in the study of sub-national violence and combines both the theoretical and operational experience and expertise. She holds graduate degrees in Anthropology, Political Science, and International Studies and has conducted field research in conflict situations in South Asia, Latin America, the Middle East, and the eastern Mediterranean.  Research reports have been produced on Sri Lanka, Kurdistan, Kashmir, Syria, Lebanon, and Cyprus with topical areas of cultural intelligence, genocide, refugees, diasporas, religious violence, peace operations, asymmetric warfare, women in warfare, urban warfare and religion and violence. Current research focuses on issues concerning cultural factors that impact military strategy and operations, religious factors in violence, and irregular warfare/ insurgency analysis. 
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