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Backdrop of Discussion

e The presence of violent extremists and violent
actors online is not unique to the global jihadi
movement - neo-Nazis, for example, have
long used tech to advance their aims

e Most analysis on the topic emerged in the last
10(ish) years

e How do we define ‘online radicalization’ or
‘internet radicalization’ if there is not a unified
understanding of ‘radicalization’?

e Online vs. Digital Communications
Technologies

e Mo’ Tech, Mo’ Problems - Terrorism and the
affordances of emerging tools

Examining IS’ Flow of Communications

FAILURE OF THE MEDIAWAR :

40 ~4,000,00 ~1,000,000,000

Intelligence offices fighting the Accounts have been Dollars has been spent
Islamic State on different deleted on social media on the media war so far
online websites websites so far

Rl TYPES OF ONLINE FIGHTING:

Islamic State media is spread in more than SPRUADING SHES o NRESTIO CEATNG SPEOMIED
40 languages today. A0 TEAMS CAMPARRS o UFPRRTERS CENTERS
-~ XTE ~

—
More than 35 new releases everyday for the
Islamic State and its supporters such as photo ~ o -
teports and others e

o lslamic State media releases is spread in all
main famous websites such as Twitter and Facebook

And the Islamic State and Its supporters continue to conquer the online field
everywhere and to spread thousands of posts with thousands of accounts in

tens of languages each day to reach everywhere and it didn't spend a tenth of
what the Kuffar has spent and it doesn't have a tenth of the capabilities the

Nearly 18425 posts related to the Islamic State are written
each day on social media websites.

More than 1000 new sccounts are made by lslamic Kuffar have and all of that is by Allah’s grace. so continue O Ansar to spread

State supporters each day on Twitter terror in the hearts of the Kuffar and to support your refigion and nation
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Digital Decay: Scope of Report

This report explores how English-
language IS sympathizers on
Twitter fare in the face of online
and offline initiatives aimed at
weakening the wider movement
It examines change over time in

a sample of 845,646 tweets 5 }\‘wy&“ 3
produced by 1,782 English- “HICTRL SYehY7
language pro-IS accounts Tracing Change Over Time Among
between February 15, 2016 and e Tt

May 1, 2017

Questions Examined In Digital Decay

Key Question Additional Inquiries
How have Twitter’s How do IS
counter-extremism sympathizers on

policies affected English-
language IS sympathizers
on the platform?

Twitter engage with
¢ Battles

¢ Attacks

¢ Current Events
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English-Language Sympathizers and Twitter’s Policy
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Factors like declining tweet frequency, mounting account suspensions, and falling follower count initially
indicate that English-language sympathizers suffer at the hand of Twitter’s counter-extremism policy

Suspended

Your account (@neweraphadiss) o
currently suspendad For more
Information, please log into
twitter.com

Abu Musab Al-Amreeki

Abdullah Gwa_r_backis - 2h

kufaar are mad about this....Kindly tweet with these hashtags and shut
their mouth.

#brussel #brussels #¥maalbeek

#daesnnags trying 1o #Ftwitterstorm
these # plz counter it #BruxellesAttack
#Bruxelles #Ctrisec #iceisis

Baqiyah Twitter Buzz
TWEET THE FOLLOWING FIVE TWEETS MASSIVELY ON TWITTER

uxelles BBrussel 28 T2 #\aalbeek Nous allons tous
VOUS tuer avec des couteaux. casm.u-keusese des bombes!

¥ o n =T EaE « Qual plaisir
d" uplow' une tbte u nfidéle. et méme mieux de couper 53 tite
avec un couteau de cuisine !

Looking Beyond
Numbers

The decline in activity by
English-language IS
sympathizers is caused by
Twitter suspensions and IS’
strategic shift from Twitter
to alternative messaging
platforms.
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Battles, Attacks, and Current Events

Understanding how and when sympathizers stray from the path set for them by IS central
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Observations and Transition to Policy

o Data may suggest that the company’s efforts
have been effective, but a deeper analysis
reveals a complex, non-linear portrait of decay.

« This outcome has major implications for the
broader fight against IS in the digital sphere.

« Are contemporary measures sufficient?
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Violent extremists and their digital networks
tend to be...

strategically
opportunistic and
skilled problem solvers

adaptable, volatile, and
continuously
influenced by the
competing agendas of

defiant of
straightforward
analysis and
convention solutions

organizations, states,
companies, and
individual users

Compare and Contrast
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U.S. personnel reportedly
kidnapped by IS fighters in Bosaso,
#Somalia, according to local radio

an. wikimapia org

KIIEU 1N OHENsIve W loerate
Mosul

e security forces were
w October 2016-July 2017

Questions? Comments? Concerns?

Please reach out at alalexan@gwu.edu




