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Global Strategic Trends - shaping strategy

What needs to be addressed? What we should do about it?
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Six drivers of change

Accelerating technological advancements

Increasing human empowerment

Power transition and diffusion

Centrality of information

ADAPTATIONEXPLOITATION AND MITIGATION 

Changing populations and habitats

Increasing environmental stress

ACTION
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1. Harnessing artificial intelligence

2. An expanding competitive space

3. Increasing proliferation of weapons of mass effect

4. Erosion of state sovereignty

5. Adaptation of the rules based international system

6. An expanded and unregulated information space

7. Rising inequality, reducing social cohesion and fragmented 

societies

8. Understanding human enhancement

9. Increased competition in the global commons

10. Increasing disruption and cost of climate change

11. Resources, changes and competition

12. Greater automation and an increasingly diverse workforce

13. Managing technological change

14. The challenge of affordability

15. Increasing threat from crime and extremism

16. Managing demographic change
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Exploring uncertainty
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Great powers
US – China relationship pivotal to the world 

order 

Future of China - a decisive factor for how 

the world order will develop

Power in decline?

Military power

China – Russia relation?

Still wealthy but 

European cohesion 

under pressure

Biggest population 

Third economy?

Great power - when?

? Other powers?
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Non-state actors

International organizations Cities Corporations

Organized crime Violent extremist organizations
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An expanding competitive space…

Technology

Cyber space and information

The OceansSpace

International 

Institutions
Climate, energy and trade
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Geostrategic Competition 

9



device. Select ‘layout’ in the home tab 

Security implications

Collective security and 

international law ? 

Arms control?

Changing character of war and 

persistent competition?
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Indo-Pacific security architecture

US remain the strongest military power

Chinese military superiority in the 

Western Pacific?

Expanding alliances/security 

cooperation?

Perceptions of threats, Chinese power ambitions and US reliability key.

??
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Which future world?

• Major powers the most influential actors who form 

blocs

• Competitive security environment between blocs

• Multilateral institutions are blocked

• Global challenges cannot be addressed appropriately

• Trade is mostly limited to blocs

• Public services provided to build resilience

• Technological change and innovation is driven by 

security

• Transition managed well in more authoritarian type 

models

• Globalisation continues, free market

• Economic rise of China and India accommodated

• Multilateral institutions are reformed

• Multilateral institutions supported

• Global challenges are addressed multilaterally

• Cooperative security environment

• States remain the most influential actors

• Sufficient level of public services provided

• Transition to digital economy challenges states

• Technological change is driven by economic interests

• All actors compete for power

• Global governance is impossible

• Global challenges are left unaddressed

• Security environment is very volatile

• Global trade is unregulated and markets are 

unconstrained.

• Provision of services is an area of competition

• Implementation of technological developments is 

governed weakly

• Technological change is driven by corporations 

furthering their own interests

• Power is shared between a variety of state and non-

state actors

• Multilateral institutions are intact and reformed to 

accommodate the interests of non-state actors

• All actors cooperate to address global challenges

• Global trade is characterised by free-market

• Security environment is benign

• Public services are provided most effectively & 

efficiently

• Transition can hardly be managed due to multitude of 

actors

Powerful States

Diffusion of Power
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Great power competition in the Indo-Pacific out to 2050

Colonel Joachim Isacsson

UK MOD, DCDC

joachim.isacsson100@mod.gov.uk
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Questions?
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