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3D Printed Sub-Machine Gun 3D Printed Grenade Launcher

Disarming Corruptor

Stranger 

Visions

PRC 3D Printed Nuclear 

Fuel Assembly

4D Printing
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Architecture of Radio $3

Glow-in-the-Dark and Biohacked Animals 

and Plants – DIY Gene Splicing Kit $149
Real Time View of Infosphere

$8k DIY Satellite Kit 

Includes Launch 

SpyMeSat $2

Blockchain Comms and Pubs 

that hide you & your metadata
Cape Aerial Telepresence Fly 

a Drone Anywhere from Home

DremelFuge $40 vs 

$12k Supercentrifuge

11yr olds hack FL Voting 

System in under 10 Min
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Virtual Nations vs Westphalian 

Nations

Biohacking Artificial Intelligence

Quantum

Synthetic Biological Organisms

Fracturing of the Internet

Space Warfare….

How do we

prepare?
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Metrics Matter: Proving the Model  (3 yrs/$15M)

Nominations Activity Impact

114 x Agreements

247 x Knowledge Transfers

106 x Validations

28 x Consignments

10 x Transitions to PoR

23 x Collab. 

Project Orders

78 x RAPS 

Projects

6 x Rapid 

Prototyping 

Events

35 x Capability 

Collaboration 

Events

7 x Hackathons
3 x Feasibility 

Studies

10 x Capability 

Assessment 

Events

21 x Prize 

Challenges

5 x Tech Expos 18 x Tech Talks

34 x Component

10 x J-Code

77 x SOF AT&L

64 x SOFWERX Initiated

77 x Warfighter
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SOFWERX SOF/Service/OGA Innovation Council

Service/OGA Buy-In: $1M O&M, $1M RDT&E ($2M total)
• $1M O&M: TPOC, Facility, Process, Event & Network Off-sets
• $1M RDT&E for SOF/Service Mutually Beneficial Projects

SOF Component Buy-In: TPOC Position
• SOF Component TPOC stationed at SOFWERX
• Prioritized GAPS/Desirements
• Willingness to Evaluate, Test and Provide Feedback

Mutually beneficial networks, ideation, prototyping, and evaluations to harden enduring SOF/Service/OGA relationships.  
Designed to mitigate redundancy and increase the velocity of high yield capabilities across the enterprise.  

SOCOM Opportunities Service Opportunities

Reduce Redundancy Rapid Cross Service Look

Improved X-Coordination Pivot Speed

SOF/Service Transitions PhD Warfighter Evaluation

Greater Service Tech Insights Access to Early Adopters

Deeper Tech/Innovation Vis Non-Traditional Networks

Increased Funding Leverage Flexible Business Models
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◼ Who: The Donovan Group is USSOCOM J5’s dedicated future 

studies initiative under the direction of the Director, Strategy 

Plans and Policy

◼ What: Focus on developing future-oriented ideas to inform 

enterprise development of strategy, capabilities, doctrine, 

concepts, training, education and other government agencies 

and private industry as appropriate

◼ When: Weekly BR (J5, J7, AT&L, S&T) 

◼ Where: USSOCOM HQ & SOFWerX - M/W/F - SWX, T/Th – HQ 

◼ How: increase and accelerate access to networks across the 

Inter Agency and the private sector for the purpose of 

illuminating innovative ideas and solutions. The Group’s 

thinking about SOF and the future should be unconstrained, 

but make realistic recommendations 
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Welcome to the Donovan Group TechWatch.  The DG TechWatch is UNCLASSIFIED and compiled using only 

unclassified  Open Source Information.  The purpose of the DG TechWatch is to capture the most up to date 

tech information as it relates to BAHMCE (Big Data, Artifici al Intelligence, Human-Machine Interface,         

Machine Learning, and Human-Machine Co-Evolution).  It will also capture other technology advancements 

that may be of interest to the SOF Enterprise.  

Lord Arbuthnot of Edrom’s foreword was extracted from the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and 

Security Studies, Occasional Paper: “Defence Innovation and the UK Responding to the Risks Identified by the 

US Third Offset Strategy”  Authors are John Louth, Trevor Taylor and Andrew Tyler.   

Source:  https://rusi.org/sites/default/files/defence-innovation-july2017.pdf  

Tech Quote 

DG
ONOVAN

ROUP TechWatch 
Volume III, 2 August 2017 

Legend 

Tech Quote     Big Data   Artificial Intelligence  

Human Machine Interface   Machine Learning  Human Machine Co-Evolution 

Additive Manufacturing   Drones    Directed Energy Weapons 

Robotics     Quantum Computing  Nanotechnology   

Biomodification    Augmented Reality  Cyber Attacks  

Cryptocurrency    About This Publication 

• Collaborative effort between SOF 

AT&L, Donovan Group, and SOFWERX

• Produced and distributed weekly

• Purpose of the TechWatch:

• Prevent technology surprise from 

negatively affecting U.S. national 

security 

• Create technology surprise for U.S. 

adversaries by maintaining the 

technological superiority of the SOF 

Enterprise and the U.S. military

• Expose current state of technology 

and advances
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http://www.sofwerx.org/
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