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Panel 2: The Near Fight - USCENTCOM, USAFRICOM

Moderator: Ms. Sarah Canna, NSI

Panelists:
Dr. Sabrina Pagano, NSI
Mr. Vern Liebl, USMC Center for Advanced Operational Culture Learning

LTC Mike Maloney USASOC G3

AMB Erica Barks-Ruggles, National Defense University


Presenter
Presentation Notes
I’m Sarah Canna from NSI. I have worked on SMA projects for over a decade and most recently have served as the lead for the SMA Reach Back cell in support of USCENTCOM.

Building onto the previous discussion lead by Dr. Gwyneth Sutherlin, this panel will take a deep dive into the ongoing conflicts in the Middle East and Africa. Focusing on non-state actors and partner nations, while drawing attention to emerging regional and global competition spaces in the region, panelists will examine enduring challenges in ongoing battlefields, as well as assess pathways for potential reconciliation. 

We will start small with a look at internal stability dynamics within Afghanistan and enlarge that to look at regional dynamics that may hinder a political settlement there before turning our attention to the ongoing conflict in Syria and—finally--irregular warfare challenges in Africa. I will introduce each of the panelists before they begin.

But before that, I would like to take a moment to tell you about the proposed SMA FY2020 study. 


Strategic Multilayer Assessment (SMA)

Competition & Conflict Dynamics Incubator in the
Central Region

Proposed SMA FY2020 Study

21 May 2019
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As I hope most of you know.
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Presentation Notes
As I hope most of you know, the current SMA effort is call the Future of Global Competition and Conflict. When this effort wraps up in September, we will have a rich contextual understanding of the interests, motivations, and capabilities not only of near peer competitors, but also of emerging challengers (state or non-state) and aggrieved populations.

We chose the Central region, which encompasses central Asia

SMA proposes to establish a testbed (or incubator) to study changing regional dynamics amidst increasing great power competition. 

These include anticipated trajectories of state and non-state factors inherent to the region of concern as well as potential black swan scenarios (swanarios) that could greatly alter the balances of both hard and soft power in the Central Region in ways detrimental to key US interests. 
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We propose structuring the FY2020 study into 4 component parts: Look at changing regional dynamics in a period of great power competition
What will the region look like as Russia, China, the US seek to shape the region? (Great powers)
What role will populations play in shaping the future of the region? (Aggrieved populations)
How will VEO take advantage of dynamics in the region to threaten regional and global stability? (VEOs)
How might black swan scenarios change regional dynamics? (black swans)
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