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Historic: Control 

the sea, control

commerce, 

control the world.

The strategic 

Value of maritime 

“short cuts”

Constants:

• Physics

• Human nature

• Geography

Variables:

• Who controls

• Climate

• Alliances
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Projecting power outward

from the Heartland.

Interior lines

Required infrastructure to 

reach out and disrupt, deny

defeat efforts to project

power inward from the sea

and Rimland.

Physics favors Sea Power
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Historically, whomever controls

The sea, controls commerce, 

And thereby becomes the 

Dominant great power.

Revisionist actors rarely (success-

fully) challenge the dominant 

status Quo power directly.  Indirect

approaches that avoid that clash 

and that focus on weak or declining

powers are the path to success.

China therefore is seeking to 

dominate commerce and influence

on the Eurasian continent from

within first, and deal with the US

if they still need to after.
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NSR: It would reduce a 

maritime journey 

between East Asia and 

Western Europe from 

21,000 km using the 

Suez Canal to 12,800 

km, cutting transit time 

by 10-15 days.

NWP: East Asia and 

Western Europe would 

take about 13,600 km 

using the Northwest 

Passage, while taking 

24,000 km using the 

Panama Canal.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZL8TLiOcF6c&spfreload=10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u4_AexxUQfo
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14650045.2017.1291503
https://consortiumnews.com/2018/08/29/back-in-the-great-game-the-revenge-of-eurasian-land-powers/?print=print

