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Who am I?

• Research on terrorism; my main focus is on 

suicide terrorism, women and terrorism and 

children in violent extremist organizations 

(VEOs).

• Grants from ONR, DoD, NSF and DHS.

Professor of Communication, Georgia State University

Mixed methods, process tracing, archival 

research, interviewing

What I do?

Current Projects:
• The role of children in terrorist networks

• Rape (male and female) as a deliberate and strategic tactic 

in wartime  esp. in the Middle East & South Asia.

• Women in AQ, ISIS and Boko Haram.

• Social Media Addiction and Online Radicalization
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Female Suicide Bombers



Female suicide bombers became the weapon of 
choice for al-Qaeda in Iraq because women are 
less likely to be searched at checkpoints and also 
often wear long, black, Islamic robes that conceal 
explosives.

Lieutenant Commander David Russell, US Military 



❖ 5 R’s
Redemption
Revenge
Respect
Relationship
Rape

❖Prove just as dedicated as Men

❖Relation to another cadre, 
member, or Jihadi

❖Sexual Violence and the Honor 
Code

Women’s Motivations 



Violence Against 

Women at Abu Ghraib

Pentagon has rejected that these photographs exist

allegations that they are faked photos



Same Disinformation used in 

ISIS Propaganda 



AQI 

Propaganda

“Our Honor and chastity have 
been violated, our clothes 
have been torn.. The wombs 
are full of illegitimate children 
(from rape). We scream for 
help to save us. I urge you, if 
you have weapons attack, and 
kill them (Americans). I urge 
you by Allah!”



Rape & Terrorist Mobilization

Women Raped in traditional 
societies are funneled into 
terrorist organizations

Facing certain death because of 
the violation of the honor 
code.

Samira Ahmed Jassim coordinated the 

rape of 80 young women so she could 

recruit them as suicide bombers for Ansar 

al Sunnah in Iraq 



32:80 Victims Became 

Bombers



12

Married off to a Jihadi for the 

purpose of becoming bombers

Iraqi police foiled a 15 year old girl 

sent on a suicide mission at a school; 

She carried 33 lbs of explosive.

The girl's father and brother had 

already died. Officers arrested her 

mother and sister as recruiters. Her 

husband worked for AQI

Raniya Mutleg arrested in Baquba



Women/Girls of ISIS

Aqsa Mahmood, Zahra Halane

Hayat Boumedienne

Samra Kesinovic, Sabina Selimovic



We hear about those going from 

Western states due to the 

disproportionate media attention on 

them.

Vast majority of female ISIS 

supporters were not from the West.

Similar demographics to the group’s 

male membership. 







In November 2014, Abubakar 

Shekau released a video gloating 

that he’d married off the Chibok 

schoolgirls.







Children were the target for 

Recruitment



Exploitation of 

Children 



Child Suicide Truck/Car 

Bombers



ISIS Recruiters (Dawa Caravan)



May 2016 “Sang Pour Sang” 



August 26, 2016 Video



Tracking Children in Propaganda

Exploded in 
Operation 
December 

2016

Trained as 
cubs

Kidnapped 
April 2014

Toy Gun  (+2 yrs) 
Executioner



“The Furqan 
Foundation in the 

Company of a Migrant 
Family,” The Furqan 
Foundation, October 

14, 2013.

“Race Towards Good,” Al-
Hayat Media Center, 
November 22, 2014.

“Uncovering an Enemy 
Within,” Al-Hayat 

Media Center, January 
13, 2015.

Life-Cycle of a Cub 

From bystander to fully committed insider



Abu Bakr al Tajiki (Tajikistan)

Abu Musab al TurkestaniTalha al Kurasani (Afghanistan)Abu Uaqasha al Malizi (Malaysia)

Safwan al Sana’ani (Yemen)Abu Musa al Andunisi

Child Foreign Fighters in ISIS



ISIS Adult Foreign fighters Country of Origin

Source: Soufan Center Richard Barrett 



Child Foreign Fighters Country of Origin (all 

groups) 

Source: Minerva Research Project 



ISIS Child/Youth Foreign Fighters Country of Origin 

Source: Minerva Research Project 



Social Ecology of Children



ISIS School Books

Project archived 40+ textbooks (English 
and Arabic)



Grade Two

Math 

Textbook



Grammar 

Text 

Book

Students learn to tell time

Based on clocks affixed to dynamite 



Gold Standard for child De-Rad 

Programs:  Sabaoon in Pakistan





What to do with Returning ISIS women & 

children? 



Reintegration programmes spearheaded by States have 
better success rate and a lower recidivism (because 
there is local ownership of the process).

The Disarmament and Demobilization parts of DDR tend 
to be done effectively, but Reintegration often lacks 
funding and long-term interest from donors. 

Without proper investment in Reintegration the 
exploitation of children in protracted conflict will 
continue. We need to create programs that are gender 
specific

Best Practices – Lessons from 20 

years of DDR


