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David R. Dorondo earned the degree of B.A. cum laude in history from Armstrong State 
College in 1980 and the M.A. in German and European diplomatic history from the 
University of South Carolina in 1984. From 1984 to 1987, he was a resident member of 
St. Antony’s College, Oxford and was admitted to the degree of D.Phil. from the 
University of Oxford in 1988. He earned a Fulbright Graduate Research Fellowship to 
attend the Otto-Friedrich-Universität Bamberg in the Federal Republic of Germany for 
the academic year 1985-1986, having already spent the year 1981-1982 at the same 
institution as a graduate exchange student. Since 1987, he has served as a member of the 
Department of History of Western Carolina University teaching both graduate and 
undergraduate courses in modern European military and political history and the history 
of international relations.  
 
His most recent work includes the following: 

• Co-editor, SMA / US Army Training and Doctrine Command (TRADOC) White 
Paper on Russia in the Gray Zone. Project initiation on-going. October 2018. 

• “Assessment of Possible Reactions in German-Speaking and East Central Europe 
and the European Union (GS-ECE/EU) to Possible Strategic Outcomes in U.S.-
DPRK Relations.” Analysis for https://nsiteam.com/assessment-of-possible-
reactions-in-german-speaking-and-east-central-europe-and-the-european-union/  

• “Korean Strategic Outcomes: Implications for German-speaking and East Central 
Europe.” United States Indo-Pacific Command (USINDO-PACOM) Speaker 
Series. 26 June 2018. 



• “The US Army and Nuclear Deterrence: A European Historical Context.” United 
States Strategic Command (USSTRATCOM) Speaker Series. 16 August 2018. 

•  “The U.S. Army, the Nuclear Posture Review, and Nuclear Deterrence” 
(submitted 1 October 2018 to the AUSA Institute for Land Warfare). 

• Atomic Army: US Nuclear Ground Forces in Europe, 1955 – 1991 (in progress). 
• War for Horses: The German Army Remount and Veterinary Services, 1918 – 

1945 (in progress). 
• A translation from German of Hermann Büschleb’s Feldherrn und Panzer im 

Wüstenkrieg: Die Herbstschlacht “Crusader” im Vorfeld von Tobruk, 1941 
(Working title: Commanders and Armor in the Desert War: Operation 
CRUSADER and the Battles for Tobruk, 1941). From the post-1945 series 
Wehrmacht im Kampf (Casemate Press). (in progress) 

 
Dorondo is the author of Bavaria and German Federalism: Reich to Republic – 1918-
1933, 1945-1949 and Riders of the Apocalypse: German Cavalry and Modern Warfare, 
1870-1945. He is also the translator of Schlachtfeld Fulda Gap: Strategien und 
Operationspläne der Bündnisse im Kalten Krieg (Fulda Gap: Battlefield of the Cold War 
Alliances. Edited by Dieter Krüger and Volker Bausch. Lexington Press, 2017) 
 
He has published numerous articles, reviews, encyclopedia entries, and op-eds on 
German and modern European military history. These include articles inter alia in: 

• Great Lives from History: Twentieth Century 
• Modern Germany: An Encyclopedia of History, People, and Culture, 1871-1990 
• Air Warfare: An International Encyclopedia 
• Naval Warfare: An International Encyclopedia 
• Encyclopedia of the Korean War 
• Journal of the Association of Historians in North Carolina 
• Infantry Bugler: The Official Publication of the National Infantry Association 

 
 
Dorondo is a member of US Strategic Command’s Deterrence and Assurance Academic 
Alliance; the Society for Military History; the Association of the US Army; and the US 
Army Historical Foundation. He sits on the Brewster Award Committee of the North 
Carolina Association of Historians. He is the former holder of the Sossomon Chair in 
History at Western Carolina University. In 1996 he was awarded the Medal of 
Scholarship from Pi Gamma Mu International Honor Society in Social Sciences. Since 
2000 he has served as Faculty Advisor to the Pi Psi Chapter of Phi Alpha Theta History 
Honor Society and received WCU’s College of Arts and Sciences Teaching Award for 
the year 2000-2001, as well as the University’s Last Lecture Award for teaching in 2011-
2012. He founded and moderates The Carolina Round Table on the World Wars and co-
founded and co-moderates WCU’s Global Spotlight Series on International Affairs. 
 
An avid horseman and hiker, he lives below Flat Gap in the Cowee Mountains of Jackson 
County, North Carolina. 
 


