VIOLENT EXTREMISM IN AMERIC A
WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM FIRSTHAND ACCOUNTS?
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Violent homegrown extremism:
growing in lethality and frequency

Number of extremist plots and attacks on American sg
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2020-2021.
Many high-profile cases

@he Dallas Morning News
El Paso shooter faces additional count for 23rd death;
injuries will also be added to indictment

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
Eleven dead, six wounded in massacre at

Squirrel Hill synagogue

Authorities investigating shooting incident as hate crime

The Washington Post

Woman dies after shooting in U.S. Capitol; D.C. National
Guard activated after mob breaches building




Policymakers and researchers are
committed to answering key questions

Risk/Contributing Factors Pathways In
What risks are common among "ﬂ How do individuals become
individuals who engage in extremist radicalized?

behavior?

EXxiting
hﬂ How doindividuals become

deradicalized?

Answers can infornradicalizationprevention and intervention measures



We were able to get firstperson insights
Into these and other questions

Risk/Contributing Factors Pathways In
What risks are common among "ﬂ How do individuals become
individuals who engage in extremist radicalized?
behavior?
EXxiting Mitigation

hﬂ How doindividuals become @ What strategies are effective for
deradicalized? ~~~ DPreventing radicalization or

~~~ promoting deradicalization?

Answers can infornradicalizationprevention and intervention measures



Study methods In brief

Q&) Interviews:
=R 36 former extremists, family, and friends
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person and their life before extremism
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Financial Instability

Noted In 22 of 32 cases

Factors
With 11 years in [the military], | should be able tget a job on
base, no probl em, as a contractor.

So, | decidedio blame my problems on somebody else
and say, o0600h, 1tos the Dbl ack pe

Former white supremacist, RAND interview

A Financial challenges served as adriver towards extremism for some

A Others spoke of how financial challenges caused themwoork in jobs
tied to the extremist organization they joined




Mental Health

Noted in 17 of 32 cases

Factors

|alsohavea | earning di sorder . g5
take me.L | k e, | Ove been denied numer ¢
| 1 ke, somet hi ng WwWitldoinmylifal ways str

Former white supremacist, RAND interview

m. Those who cited mentahealth challenges as a driver noted that they

have beendealing with such challenges throughout their lives




Social Factors

Noted In 16 of 32 cases

Factors

lal ways think that a | ot white raci s me

people but from other minority groups for being [South Asian], for

bein gMus |l 1t m. Things that | didnot eveée
know? But | waséhated for thos

Former Islamic extremist, RAND interview

Victimization, stigmatization, or marginalization affected

Interviewees in this group, especially when growing up




