Speaker Biographies

Omar Mohammed is a historian from Mosul, known until recently only as the anonymous blogger ‘Mosul Eye’. Through Mosul Eye, Omar set out to inform the world about life under the Islamic State in his city. He is the host of the podcast series Mosul and the Islamic State, which tells untold stories from inside the Islamic State’s reign of terror, the pursuit of justice in its aftermath, and the enduring struggle of the people of Mosul for a better future. Omar is currently teaching Middle East History and Cultural Heritage Diplomacy at Sciences Po University. His focus has now shifted to the advocacy of social initiatives for the people of Mosul, including the international effort to re-supply Central Library of the University of Mosul. At the intersection of media, academia, and civil society, Omar is motivated to develop new networks of collaboration and innovations in humanitarian action. As a historian and lecturer at the University of Mosul, he focuses his scholarly work on conceptual history and research dealing with local historiographies and narratives, micro-histories, and Orientalism. Omar is a regular media commentator on Iraq, has an MA in Middle East History from the University of Mosul, and was named 2013 Researcher of the Year by Iraq’s Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research. His doctoral research explores history and historians in the 19th and 20th century Mosul. He now lives in exile in Europe.

Haroro J. Ingram is a senior research fellow with the Program on Extremism at George Washington University. He has extensive field experience across the Middle East, South and Southeast Asia working closely with a range of multisector actors in local communities where groups like the Islamic State and its affiliates remain active. He is the writer and co-host of Mosul & the Islamic State and author of The Long Jihad: The Islamic State’s Method of Insurgency. Haroro is also the co-author of The ISIS Reader: Milestone Texts of the Islamic State Movement. He is a Senior Investigator with the National Counterterrorism Innovation, Technology, and Education Center (NCITE) and an associate fellow with the International Center for Counterterrorism in the Hague. Haroro began his career as a practitioner working in counterterrorism operations and defense strategic-policy roles. 


