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Dr. Michael Joseph is an Assistant Professor of political science at UC San Diego. His research has two 
strands. In one, he integrates the historical and cultural determinants of a state’s foreign policy into 
theories of great power politics. In empirical work, Dr. Joseph shows that conflict in these different 
settings is explained by how states exploit historical information to understand their rival’s motives using 
survey experiments with real-world intelligence analysts and archival research. In the other strand, he 
explores how modern technology and secrecy create opportunities and challenges for the intelligence 
community. His research has interested policy-makers in Washington DC because it provides novel 
insights about Sino-American relations and the use of digital technology in intelligence analysis. 
 
Dr. Michael Poznansky (Ph.D., University of Virginia) is an Associate Professor in the Strategic and 
Operational Research Department and a core faculty member in the Cyber and Innovation Policy Institute 
at the U.S. Naval War College. He previously taught in the Graduate School of Public and International 
Affairs at the University of Pittsburgh. He is the author of In the Shadow of International Law: Secrecy and 
Regime Change in the Postwar World (Oxford University Press, 2020). Dr. Poznansky has held fellowships 
with the Dickey Center at Dartmouth College, the Belfer Center at Harvard Kennedy School, and the 
Modern War Institute at West Point. His scholarship has been published in numerous peer-reviewed 
political science journals and his commentary has appeared in outlets such as Lawfare, War on the Rocks, 
and the Washington Post. 


