
Dr. Michelle Black Biography 
 
Michelle Black, PhD, is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Political Science for the 
University of Nebraska Omaha, Director for Workforce Development and Education for the 
National Counterterrorism Innovation, Technology and Education Center (NCITE) which is a 
Department of Homeland Security Center of Excellence, a Research Fellow for the National 
Strategic Research Institute (NSRI) at the University of Nebraska, and Co-Editor for Space and 
Defense Journal. In addition to her academic career, Dr. Black has over seventeen years of 
professional experience with the Department of Defense. Prior to joining UNO, Dr. Black was a 
government civilian for the Department of Defense from 2009-2016. She specialized in 
Deterrence Analysis and Adversary Decision-making for the United Strategic Command 
(USSTRATCOM) Plans and Policy Directorate at Offutt Air Force Base. During her time at 
USSTRATCOM, she provided analysis and recommendations to senior leaders on decision-making 
strategy, deterring state and non-state actors, and regional expertise. Additionally, she initiated 
and directed the Deterrence and Assurance Academic Alliance, recruiting over 35 academic 
institutions to the program. This program provides a platform for defense and academic 
organizations to communicate and collaborate on research issues regarding Deterrence and 
Assurance. 


