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Overview

Violent extremism in the Sahel ‘!“n‘i
Mounting threats for CWA ;"" &
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National and regional responses

Role for security forces
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Security Crisis in the Sahel

o Failure to address drivers FATALITIES LINKED TO MILITANT ISLAMIST VIOLENCE IN THE SAHEL
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o Rampant abuses
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o Counterproductive strategy :
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Datasource: Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (years ending June 30)
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September 21,2020

Retired colonel and former defense minister

Bah Ndaw is named Interim President,
while Goita is named Vice President.
|
September 13, 2020
Following negotiations with ECOWAS,

the junta publishes an 18-month
transitional charter.

May 25, 2021

Soldiers detain Interim President Ndaw.
Goita announces that Ndaw has been
removed for “sabotaging”the transition. |

A Transition Derailed in Mali

February 27, 2022
Deadline to hold
presidential
election passes.

January 1, 2022
Junta-appointed conference
recommends a new timetable
delaying elections up to 5 years.

. coup . BYPASSED TRANSITION DEADLINE

June 6,2022

Junta issues a decree fixing

a new 24-month timetable

to return power to an elected

civilian government by February 2024.

July 12,2022
Junta detains 49 Ivoirian soldiers

who are part of the MINUSMA mission.

| 2023

February 4, 2024
Elections not held and
no date is announced for
when it will be organized.

January 28, 2024
Junta announces its
immediate withdrawal
from ECOWAS.

September 25, 2023

Junta announces the indefinite
postponement of February 2024
presidential election.

2021
‘I" | i

2022
——@

August 18, 2020
Colonel Assimi Goita
and four other colonels
lead military coup.

April 15, 2021

Junta withdraws from the G5 Sahel

Transitional authoriti November 2021 May 15, 2022
ransitiona Iaut. orities First Russian
announce elections mercenary forces

will take place in
February 2022.

October 6, 2020

arrive to Bamako.

January 9, 2022
ECOWAS imposes new

security partnership with Burkina Faso,
Mauritania, Niger, and Chad.

July 4, 2022

2P S

|

December 31, 2023
June 16, 2023 MINUSMA mission
Junta demands the

. . ends.
withdrawal “without
delay” of the MINUSMA
mission.
January 26, 2024

ECOWAS lifts sanctions
to support the return of
civilian rule.

sanctions on Mali as junta
ignores negotiated
transition timetable.

ECOWAS removes sanctions
imposed on Mali.

Junta announces that it has
cancelled the Algiers peace
agreement signed with

secessionist groups in 2015,
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Mali Junta’s Claims

o Committed to return

of civilian rule.
o Enjoys popular support

of citizens
o Represents Mali's sovereign

interests

Managing the economy well
Respects human rights
Protecting citizens

Security situation improving
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= INSECURITY SKYROCKETS AS MALIAN JUNTA EXPELS SECURITY PARTNERS
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____,/ BAMAKO FACES MOUNTING MILITANT IsLAMIST GROUP THREAT
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@ Militant Islamist group violent events
around Bamako July 2020 - June 2022

@ Militant Islamist group violent events
GUINEA around Bamako July 2022 - June 2024

Militant Islamist group violent events
in Mali July 2020 - June 2024
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COTE D'IVOIRE Data source: Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project
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Mivirant Istamist Grour Events AND FAaravLrries Pr1or 10 Firs1 Burkina Faso Cour

. Militart Islamist group violent events in 18 months pricr to January 2022 coup
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MILITANT IsLAMIST GROUP EVENTS AND FATALITIES SINCE FIRST BURKINA FAaso Cour
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. Militant Islamist group viclent events during 18 manths since lanuary 2022 coup
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Military Coups in the Sahel

Power and Politics, Non-transitions, and Suppressing Dissent

Declining Stability under Nigerien Military Junta

Security Economics Democratic Space Independent Media Transparency Information Space National Sovereignty
Democratic
Leadership

Military
3 . .
July 2023 Coup
67 percent increase 45 percent decrease 35 percent decrease Dropped 21 places Dropped 2 places 6,645 percent surge High cost payments and
in fatalities in projected in Freedom House in RSF Press Freedom in Transparency in Russian-linked mining concessions to
linked to militant economic growth Democracy Score Ranking International disinformation Russia’s Africa Corps
Islamist groups Corruption Ranking
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Crisis in the Sahel

* Missing a greater understanding
JNIM and ISGS objectives

* Hopes for restoring civilian
leadership

* Worrying trajectories
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VIOLENCE AGAINST CIVILIANS IN THE SAHEL IN 2024

W Security Forces (State/Nonstate) Attacks
B Militant Islamist Group Attacks
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Data source: Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (years ending June 30)




Coastal West Africa Overview
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» Mounting threats for CWA ﬁ)‘“’as

* National responses

* Role for regional actors
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Militant Islamist Groups 500

. Benin
« Spillover threat 400
.y . Togo
» Exploiting local grievances 300
* Borders and protected spaces 200 Burking
480

100

Violent Events in and within 50 km of Coeastal Countries

Niger
a v
2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
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Noler Cale d'Twoire has had 18 lolal wiclenl evenls
and Mauritania has had 4 sinee 2009, Mot Sowrce; Armed Conflick Location & Frent Data I"ruj:;u._t
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Implications and Stabilization

* Promising Initiatives
* Stabilization programs
* Focus on youth and employment

* Role of Security Forces
* Building trust through professionalism

* Sustain security presence w/in communities

* Recalibrating CWA'’s Response to Violent
Extremism

55~ AFRICA CENTER

FOR STRATELCIC STUDDTES


https://africacenter.org/publication/asb43en-recalibrating-multitiered-stabilization-strategy-coastal-west-africa-response-violent-extremism/
https://africacenter.org/publication/asb43en-recalibrating-multitiered-stabilization-strategy-coastal-west-africa-response-violent-extremism/

Implications and Stabilization

* Regional Organizations
* Accra Initiative
« ECOWAS

 Sahelian States Alliance

NIGER

i I
~/BURKINA i

GUINEAY .. f FASO7o "

e Mg | NIGERIA

* Role for the int'l community
* African Union (AU) SR R
. . .} .7 IVORY GHANA | |
e United Nations | ,_.;?:___.._IE;DAST ( |
* Bilateral partnerships il
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